Date: October 9", 2026
Circular No: 24/ AY 2026-2027

Dear Parents,

Subject: Midterm Report Cards and Understanding the
Assessment Questioning Policy and Procedures (DOK Levels 1-
4)

We hope you are looking forward to spending quality time with
your children during the upcoming midterm break.

As we have reached the midterm on October 10, 2026, we
would like to ensure that all parents clearly understand our
Assessment Questioning Policy, Procedures, and the report card
outcomes that will follow. | therefore would like to explain the
assessment questioning based on the American Common Core
(California Standards K- 12) and the DOK levels 1-4: Depth of
Knowledge Questioning, which are utilized in all K-12
assessments at our school.

Employing the DOK level of questioning enables us to gauge not
only what students know but also the depth of their
understanding and their ability to apply that knowledge.

This understanding is crucial in preparing our students for the
guestioning style of international assessments such as MAP,
PIRLS, TIMSS, and PISA, which are mandated by ADEK.

Research has shown that a question inherently contains the
type of answer that can be provided, even prior to being
articulated. Where a diverse array of questions exists, these will
have a distinct and remarkable impact on children’s thinking.
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Teachers' questions should aim to foster children's
engagement and critical thinking. Unproductive questions,
those that merely solicit knowledge of one simple word, often
requiring students to repeat terms previously supplied by the
teacher or found in a book, do not fulfil this purpose.

In comparison, productive questions, which stimulate activity,
manifest in various forms, and establish a hierarchy that reflects
children’s experiences and builds their knowledge, critical
thinking, and problem-solving skills.

Below is an explanation of how the DOK levels are utilized in all
our quizzes and examinations for your child/children in K-12 to
answer the questions.

DOK 1 questioning — Recall and Reproduction (30%) of the
questions. Students remember and repeat facts or steps.

Example:

“List the main characters in the story” or “Solve a basic math
problem.” Copying words, numbers, computing, defining, and
recognizing and matching content information.

DOK 2 questioning — Skills and Concepts (30%) of the
questions: Students use what they know only or make basic
connections.

Example: “Compare two characters” or “Explain how you solved
a math problem.” These questions include comparing,
organizing, summarizing, predicting, and estimating
information and facts.

DOK 3 questioning — Strategic Thinking (35%) of the questions.
Students think more deeply, using reasoning and evidence to
support their answers. Example: “Why did the character make
that choice?” or “What strategy works best for this kind of math
problem?” Other examples include solving non- routine

YA

el

An AlephYa School

dpaiBy JUbYI JolsS 3as Jf cnelaall Al Bugs Of ds

Je el @ A pe I, el Guill 4Sadl Olylge
Adlall ¢yo s Lo Wy BTy AaS 1S3 of A dnghas ¢l el
383 Y (USUl (3 9 ol @haall 1)S5 O Gaw lodlasas 1S5
oghaadl Kb CBugll i

Alaall e adlall i e lghady DGl Al a5 ¢yl 8
PSS (£ dayaie Slgiwag de gine YEAT dly il
Judoeilly gl Sl ilylge daily egdylane sl § pgudy iyl
Ol J>g bl

Bl Shlasl ez § DOK b5 dxaS) zrad g5 (b Lasdy
QW Caall (39 dbg )l Ape ope (SHUT g3 @ Ll
S el B39 lgie LlaYly Al dapdo 0gd o poaclug Loy s
Lgio S (§ sllanl 2l

DOK 1 questioning

(Awd! (10 %30) loglandl Lo fualg LS55

Ologlaally @5lasl S5 e dullall 8)ud e (S grunl i 35
Agalad B (@I Wlglasdl dudss Balely dgelrfuly

sdliwd! e dliel

Ay &by Al P> 5l dadll (§ Gyl Oluasadl [S3I
Ciyadg el el sy ey Yy el fud Joting
Agidsllasy paplaally loglaall e S3ailly colellasanll

DOK 2 questioning
(A 00 30%)  eudlially Slyleal!
L Al Jaslgy 09,28 o laglan (ye digdym lo dullall puisn

». dudly Ve cll> ;ﬁz«fcfi\« 9 mazi ou oyB: «Jbe
gaansliy Lgardaisy 35lasly il glaall &)lae Al 0dn Jaiili
A yudsg g §uillg

DOK 3 questioning

(Ll (0 35%) (el A A Sa)

oLl ped A1y IVl radscins ST Gans ddlall Ko
Aol Lo gy Syl W3 dpasead) codssl 13l «dlisl




problems, designing an experiment, or analyzing characteristics
of a genre, reading data from graphs, tables, and maps, and
explaining the findings.

DOK 4 questioning — Extended Thinking (5%) of the questions:
Students apply their knowledge in new and creative ways over
time or across subjects.

Example: “Write a new ending for the story that changes the
main lesson,” or “Design a math project to solve a real-world
problem.”

We believe that as our students progress through each term
with these types of DOK questioning, you will notice significant
growth in your children's knowledge and skills. You will see how
they express their thoughts, build on what they already know,

and develop new insights, creating a vibrant tapestry of learning

that showcases their expanding intellect and curiosity.
If you have any inquiries regarding the methods used to assess

or support your child's learning journey, we encourage you to
connect with your child's teachers or the heads of the
departments at your convenience. Engaging in dialogue with

them can provide valuable insights and clarity.

Our Parent-Teacher Conferences (PTC) meetings for K-12 will
take place on October 27, 2026. More information will be
shared soon.

Midterm Progress Reports:

Our students’ midterm progress report cards are ready to be
distributed, and the school will provide you with parent
passwords and login details to access the report on the
school’s LMS system on Monday, October 12,2026.

Midterm break

We wish all our parents a blessed midterm break with their
children from October 12, 2026, to October 16, 2026, and look
forward to welcoming our students back to school refreshed
and ready for the next stage of their first term learning journey
on Monday October 19, 2026.
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AJYAL INTERRATIONAL SCHOCL - AL FALAN

Please note that all staff will be on the short break, and the
accounts department will remain open to support parents with
the school and bus fee payments.

** Midterm family: relax, reconnect, and create wonderful
memories together.

YourgAisicerely,

Dr. An ette Brown

Principal Director
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