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Circular No:34/ AY 2025-26
Subject: Understanding the Assessment Questioning Policy and Procedures DOK 1-4

Dear Parents and Guardians,

We trust that you enjoyed the 54th Eid Al Etihad
celebrations and that you look forward to the
winter break with your families.

At Ajyal Al Falah, we pride ourselves on full
transparency, and therefore, to ensure that all
parents clearly understand our Assessment
Questioning Policy and Procedures, | would like to
explain the assessment questioning based on the
American Common Core (California Standards K-
12) and the DOK levels 1-4: Depth of Knowledge,
guestioning utilized in all K-12 assessments at our
school.

Employing the DOK level of questioning enables
us to gauge not only what students know but also
the depth of their understanding and their ability
to apply that knowledge.

This understanding is crucial in preparing our
students for the questioning style of international
assessments such as MAP, PIRLS, TIMSS, and PISA,
which are mandated by ADEK.

Research has shown that a question inherently
contains the type of answer that can be provided,
even prior to being articulated. There exists a
diverse array of questions, each having a distinct
impact on children that is quite remarkable. The
goal of teachers' questions should be to foster
children's engagement and critical thinking.
Unproductive questions, those that merely solicit
knowledge of one simple word, often requiring
students to repeat terms previously supplied by
the teacher or found in a book, do not fulfil this
purpose. In comparison, productive questions,
which stimulate activity, manifest in various
forms, and establish a hierarchy that reflects
children’s  experiences and builds their
knowledge, critical thinking, and problem-solving
skills.
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Below is an explanation of how the DOK levels are
utilized in all our quizzes and examinations for your
child/children in K-12 to answer the questions.

DOK 1 questioning — Recall and Reproduction (30%)
of the questions

Students remember and repeat facts or steps.
Example: “List the main characters in the story” or
“Solve a basic math problem.” Copying words,
numbers, computing, defining, and recognizing
and matching content information.

DOK 2 questioning — Skills and Concepts (30%) of the
guestions

Students use what they know only or make basic
connections.

Example: “Compare two characters” or “Explain how
you solved a math problem.” These questions
include comparing, organizing, summarizing,
predicting, and estimating information and
facts.

DOK 3 questioning — Strategic Thinking (35%) of the
questions

Students think more deeply, using reasoning and
evidence to support their answers.
Example: “Why did the character make that choice?”
or “What strategy works best for this kind of math
problem?” Other examples include solving non-
routine problems, designing an experiment, or
analyzing characteristics of a genre, reading
data from graphs, tables, and maps, and
explaining the findings.

DOK 4 guestioning — Extended Thinking (5%) of the

guestions

Students apply their knowledge in new and creative
ways over time or across subjects.
Example: “Write a new ending for the story that
changes the main lesson,” or “Design a math project
to solve a real-world problem.”
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Students combine information from different
sources or transfer knowledge across various
areas to solve problems. Other examples include
designing surveys and interpreting their results,
analyzing multiple texts, tables, and diagrams to
identify themes and elaborate, and comparing
information.

We believe that as you progress through each
term through these types of DOK questioning,
you will notice significant growth in your
children's knowledge and skills. You will see how
they express their thoughts, build on what they
already know, and develop new insights,
creating a vibrant tapestry of learning that
showcases their expanding intellect and
curiosity.

| am confident that you will also see how these
levels help teachers plan lessons and
assessments that push each student's thinking,
no matter their current stage in the learning
journey. Throughout the year, every student will
engage with all four levels, sometimes focusing
on basic skills, and at other times exploring
deeper and more creative thinking.

If you have any inquiries regarding the methods
used to assess or support your child's learning
journey, we encourage you to connect with your
child's teachers or the heads of the departments
at your convenience. Engaging in dialogue with
them can provide valuable insights and clarity.
Additionally, we invite you to participate in the
upcoming Parent-Teacher Conferences,
scheduled for January 13 and 15, 2026. These
events offer a wonderful opportunity to discuss
your child’s progress and collaborate on their
educational experience.

Thank you for your collaboration and support.
Yours sincerely, ﬂ;%
Dr. Antoinette Brow

Principal Director
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