Date: November 1, 2026

Circular No: 40/ AY 2026-2027

Dear Parents,

Subject: PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN IN A DIGITAL
WORLD: Promoting Responsible Technology Use,
Preventing Cyberbullying and Safeguarding Student
Well-being

At Ajyal Al Falah, the safety, well-being, dignity, and academic
success of every student remain our highest priorities. We are
committed to providing a safe, respectful, and supportive
learning environment in which all students feel protected,

valued, and able to focus on their education.

In line with our commitment to student safeguarding, positive
behaviour, and the relevant UAE educational regulations and
child protection requirements, we would like to bring to your
attention several important expectations regarding student
conduct, the use of electronic devices, and responsible online

behaviour.

1. Mobile Phones and Personal Electronic Devices (iPads)

With immediate and continuous effect, the school will

implement the following expectations regarding personal

electronic devices:

e Grades 1-10: Students are not permitted to bring
mobile phones, iPads, tablets, or other personal
electronic devices to school.

e Grades 11-12:Students may bring personal laptops or
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iPads/tablets strictly for educational purposes,
particularly to support their Advanced Placement (AP)
subjects and related academic requirements.

However, mobile phones are not permitted for

Grades 11 and 12 students.

e The use of personal devices must be limited to
authorised academic activities and must follow the
instructions of teachers and school leadership.

e Students are not permitted to use personal devices to
access inappropriate content, communicate
inappropriately, record others or engage in activities
unrelated to learning.

We believe that limiting access to personal devices during the
school day will help minimise distractions, encourage
meaningful face-to-face interactions, promote social skills and

enable students to concentrate more effectively on their

learning.

2. Responsible Use of Social Media and Online Platforms

We would also like to remind parents that responsible digital
citizenship is an essential part of raising safe, respectful and
responsible young people.

Students must understand that their behaviour online carries
the same responsibility as their behaviourin person. The use of
WhatsApp, Instagram, Snapchat, TikTok and other social
media platforms must always reflect respect, good judgement
and consideration for others.

The school will take seriously any reported incidents involving:

e  Cyberbullying, online harassment, intimidation or
threats.

e Verbal abuse, offensive language, insults or derogatory
remarks directed towards students, teachers, school

employees or members of the school community.
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e Sharing, publishing or circulating inappropriate,
offensive, defamatory or misleading content about
another individual or violating the school name.

e Creating or participating in social media groups
intended to ridicule, humiliate, threaten, isolate or
target other students.

e Taking, sharing or distributing photographs, videos,
voice recordings or screenshots of students or staff
without appropriate permission.

e Impersonating others, spreading rumours or
deliberately damaging the school's name and another
person's reputation.

e Using digital platforms to threaten, blackmail,
intimidate or emotionally harm another individual.

Parents are reminded that certain forms of online conduct
may also fall under UAE legislation, including:

* Federal Decree-Law No. 34 of 2021 on Combating Rumours

and Cybercrimes, * Federal Decree-Law No. 26 of 2025

Regarding Child Digital Safety (Child Digital Safety Law), *
Federal Law No. 3 of 2016 on Child Rights Law (Wadeema'’s

Law), as well as applicable privacy and other relevant laws.

3. Zero Tolerance for Verbal Abuse, Bullying and Harassment

We wish to emphasise that verbal abuse, bullying, intimidation,
harassment and any form of disrespectful or threatening

behaviour will not be tolerated within our school community.

Every student has the right to learn in an environment free
from humiliation, intimidation, discrimination and emotional

harm.
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This expectation applies to interactions:

e  Within the school premises and during the school day.

e On school buses, during school trips and at school-

organised events.

e Through online platforms and social media where the
behaviour involves members of our school community
or has an impact on student safety, well-being or the
school environment.

All reported incidents will be taken seriously, investigated
appropriately and addressed in accordance with the school's
behaviour management, anti-bullying and safeguarding
procedures, and the applicable UAE and ADEK regulations.
Depending on the nature and severity of the incident,
appropriate disciplinary and safeguarding measures will be
implemented. Where necessary, serious matters may be

referred to the relevant educational or competent authorities.

4, Partnership Between School and Parents

We strongly believe that maintaining a safe and respectful
school environment is a shared responsibility between the
school and families.

We therefore kindly ask parents to:

e  Monitor their children's use of mobile phones, social

media and online communication platforms at home.

e Discuss the importance of respectful communication
and responsible digital behaviour.

e Remind children that online comments, messages,
photographs and videos can have serious
consequences for themselves and others.

e Encourage children to report any incident of bullying,
harassment, intimidation or inappropriate online
behaviour to a trusted adult.

e Communicate any concerns to the school through the
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appropriate official channels rather than addressing
students or families directly through social media or
informal online groups.

e Reinforce the importance of respecting the privacy,

dignity and rights of others.

5. Our Shared Commitment

Our intention is not simply to restrict the use of technology,
but to protect our students, promote responsible behaviour
and create a healthier balance between digital engagement,
social interaction and academic learning.

We want our students to develop into responsible digital
citizens who understand that freedom of expression must
always be accompanied by respect, accountability and

consideration for others.

6. School-Provided Technology and Digital Learning

Opportunities

We would like to reassure parents that restricting students
from bringing personal mobile phones and iPads to school does
not mean limiting their exposure to technology or their
opportunities to develop essential digital skills.

On the contrary, our school is committed to keeping pace with
the rapidly evolving world of technology, artificial intelligence
(Al) and digital learning. We recognise the importance of
preparing our students with the technological knowledge, skills
and competencies they will need for their future education and
careers.

To support this commitment, the school has invested in

appropriate technological resources, including:

e Six fully equipped ICT laboratories, which will be used

to support curriculum delivery, digital literacy,

research and technology-based learning activities.
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e Several iPad trolleys equipped with school-owned

iPads, which will be made available across different
year groups to support classroom activities, interactive
learning, educational applications and age-appropriate
Al and technology integration.

e Structured and supervised access to digital platforms

and educational resources, ensuring that students

develop their digital competencies in a safe, purposeful
and responsible manner.
All technology will be accessed under the guidance and
supervision of ICT, homeroom and subject teachers, ensuring
that its use is directly linked to educational objectives and the

school's curriculum.

7. Student Communication and Emergency Contact

Arrangements

We also understand that parents may have concerns about how
they will communicate with their children during the school
day. Please be assured that students will not be left without
access to assistance or communication in the event of an
emergency or an urgent family matter.

School supervisors, social workers, and designated senior

leadership staff members have access to official school mobile

phones and office phones, which can be used to facilitate

communication between students and their parents when

necessary. Parents may also contact the school through the
established communication channels, and the relevant staff will
ensure that urgent messages are conveyed to students
promptly.

This arrangement allows us to maintain appropriate
communication and safeguarding procedures without requiring
students to carry personal mobile phones.

Our priority is to strike the right balance between embracing
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modern technology and protecting our students from

unnecessary digital distractions and potential online risks.

Your cooperation in reinforcing these expectations at home and
supporting our commitment to responsible technology use,
positive behaviour and student well-being is greatly
appreciated.

Together, we can create a safe, respectful and forward-thinking
learning environment where our students are empowered to
embrace technological advancements while developing the
values,

social skills and sense of responsibility needed to succeed in an

increasingly digital world.

Thank you for your continued partnership and for entrusting

us with your children's education and well-being.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Antoinette Brown

Principal Director
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